Schedule of Activities

Sunday, December 9
Worship in Sanctuary 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
Childrens Worship begins in Sanctuary 8:30 a.m.
Children, 3 yrs.-3rd Grade, Purple Rm
Children picked up in Kids Hub

Communion in the Chapel 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:40 a.m.
Adult Choir rehearsal 10:15 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Worship begins in Sanctuary 10:45 a.m.
Children, 3 yrs.-3rd Grade, Purple Rm
Children are picked up in Kids Hub

Shepherd’s Table, Fellowship Hall

Children’s Christmas Program,
Sanctuary

NO Youth UMYF

Monday, December 10
WICP Meeting, Perritt Room

11:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 11
4th Dimension Christmas Party,

Fellowship Hall 5:00 p.m.
Discipleship Committee, History Room 5:30 p.m.
“Down To Earth” Advent Study, Parlor 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 12

Wesley Ringers Handbell practice 5:00 p.m.
NO Youth, UMYF, 3rd floor

Grief Recovery Class, Parlor 5:30 p.m.
Adult Choir practice 6:00 p.m.

Sunday Flowers

The flowers on the altar will be the
Wedding flowers of
Mallory Stanhope and David Oakley.

Sunday Worship Service

8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
The Music Department
Presents

“The Mystery

Adult Choir and a 24 piece orchestra

11:30 a.m.

Shepherd’ s Tabl e

and

n

Thursday, December 13
“Down To Earth” Advent Study, Parlor 6:45 a.m.

Men’s Prayer Meeting, Chapel 12:00 p.m.
Andy Betterton’s Blood Drive,

McDowell Hall 2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Day School PreK Program, Sanctuary  4:30 p.m.
Day School 3 Year Old Program,

Sanctuary 5:45 p.m.

Saturday, December 15
Room In The Inn

December 5, 2018
-764-7813

www.fumcflorence.org Church:256 -764-5072
Congregational Care Line (careline@fumcflorence.org): 256

Messenger

First United Methodist Church

Florence, Alabama

The Music Department is proud to announce the name of the cantata for
Sunday, December 9. Accompanied by a 24 piece orchestra, the choir will
present The Myst ery athah morking serMcasj €hsrd will
be familiar Christmas hymns as well as beautiful original songs. Bring a
friend and join us at either 8:30 or 10:45 a.m. on Sunday, December 9.
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Pledge Envelopes
If you requested pledge envelopes, they are available

on the counter in the Church Office. Please pick up
the box with your name on it. Thank you!

Altar Flowers

If you would like to place flowers on the altar
in honor or in memory of loved ones, please call
the church office, 256-764-5072,
to reserve the following Sundays:
January 13, 20, 27
February 3, 10, 17, 24

Andy Better

Hol i day Bl og
Thursday, December 13, 2018
2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
McDowell Hall
Call 256-710-2129
to make your appointment.

All blood donors will receive a
FREE t-shirt

Let’s Celebrate the Last Night

of David’s Twenties

David Phillips ai
Accompanied by: Nobody’s Backup Singers
Also featuring Harvey Thompson Jr.
and Kerry Obrian Jones

First United Methodist Church,
Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 18
Concert at 7:00 p.m., doors open at 6:00 p.m.
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Blue Christmas

We will have a service for anyone who has experienced any kind of loss including the loss of a loved one.
Sunday, December 23 in the Sanctuary at 3:00 p.m.
Special music will be by Scooter Muse and Jil Chambless.
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Christmas Eve Communion Service

Monday, December 24 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Our beautiful and spiritual Christmas Eve Communion Service is a
traditional part of the Christmas celebration for many families.
Come as you are, no nursery on this night,




KNOWN MEMBERS IN HOSPITALS
ECM - Debbie Brink

Recently Dismissed - Glenda Ford to home; Andy
McAlpin to home; Ruth McCallum to home; Jackie
Zettle to Mitchell-Hollingsworth Rehab.

Help Center Needs

The Help Center is needing donations of pop top
food items. You can drop them off at the Church
Office and we will get them to the

Help Center or drop off at the Help
Center (Mon, Wed, or Fri. 8:00 -L
12:00 Noon). Thank you! (

Lighting of the
Advent Wreath

Sunday, December 9 is the Second
Sunday of Advent. The second candle
will be lit by Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morrison (Louise) and
Paula Williams at the 8:30 a.m. service, and by Mr.
& Mrs. Bill Nunnelly (Eileen) and Stuart Sloan at
the 10:45 a.m. service.

Consider This...

God Is My Salvation

God i s my
he has

salvation;
become my

“Surely Lowibds myustyeamgd hwiahtk

sal vation. o (I sai ah

We live in a world where most people are struggling to live in the balance between fear and faith. Fear is a natural re-
sponse to an actual or perceived threat to our security and wellbeing. Fear is both a cognitive and physiological response
in which both our mind and our body are engaged. Next time you feel afraid, check the sensations in your hands and
your feet. This is where fear is often manifested in our bodies because of the “fight or flight” response. Fear is neither
good nor bad. It’s the choices we make in our moments of fear that determine a positive or negative outcome.

Faith is an alternative to fear. Faith is a response nurtured and developed through awareness and discipline. Like fear,
faith is both a cognitive and physiological response to stimuli. When we are operating in faith, our bodies are relaxed,
our respiration and heart rates are slower, and our minds are free to engage in more complex problem-solving and crea-
tive thinking.

As Christians, our faith is formed through our understanding of God’s nature (e.g., loving, gracious, empowering),
through the knowledge of how God has previously been active in our lives, and through an awareness of God's presence
with us now. Simply put, faith believes in a God who loves us and who is at work in our lives to bring about the very
best for us in any circumstance.

We face many complex challenges in our relationships, our community, and in our world. There are no easy answers to
the multitude of problems we face. If motivated only by fear, we will default to fight or flight, and we’ll never address
these complex issues at a deeper level where other, more creative options might emerge. Faith challenges us to trust that
no matter what happens, God is our only salvation.

When we put our trust in God, the way we respond to life’s challenges will reflect the nature of our God who embodied
strength and might in unconventional ways. After all, God chose to reveal himself, the King of Glory, as a tiny baby
born in a manger in a nondescript little village in the Middle East. Who would have thought that was the best way to
save our world?

Jesus was sent into our world by God to bring salvation to those who are seeking a new way of living life. Are you expe-
riencing the joy of the new life or are you living a life of fear? With Isaiah, make this bold statement of faith and see
how life can be different: “I  wi | | trust, andLowGd ds nmyt Dter emri gtalh dan d omy
come my salvation. o
~Dale Cohen

Marriage
Retreat

We, First United Methodist
Church, have been invited to
join in with Trinity United
Methodist Church for their
Marriage Retreat. Save the date
for Trinity’s Marriage Retreat
From This D any
the weekend of January 19,
2019. Couples of all ages will
gather together to learn, laugh
and spend some time as couples
in picturesque Florence, AL.
Our large group learning time
on Saturday will be held at
Florence FUMC and led by a
licensed marriage counselor
(Monica Harbarger, United
Counseling) with time set aside
to talk one on one with your
spouse and plan a fun date or
two. To register, fill out our
online form (http://
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

adults/from-this-day-forward-

marriage-retreat-2019/) and pay
the $40/couple registration fee
by check or PayPal. Couples
will be responsible for their
own room charge as well. A
block or rooms has been set
aside at the Marriott Hotel and
Spa for $149 a night, but ad-
venturous couples may choose
to book a night in one of Flor-
ence’s boutique hotels or elect a
more budget-friendly option.
So book your room, pack your
bag, and enjoy a fun weekend
with your spouse and other cou-
ples from your church family.

~Eleanor Christiansen, Director
of Children & Family Minis-
tries Trinity United Methodist
Church, Homewood

Record of Attt
Morning Worship 387
Sunday School 157

12/02/2018

Memorials and Honorariums
Gifts to the Building Fund
In memory of William Stanley “Billy” Elkins and Brian Haddock by Leslie
Ryan
Gifts to thee Mary Jen Crane Fund
In memory of David Collier by Kimberly Williams; Lee & Michele Scott
Gifts to Rebecca’s Table Fund
In memory of Bram O’Steen, Billy Elkins, and John Smith McCrory by
Biddy Stewart

Forward . .
Christmas Blessings

Circle One once again was able to assist area families who need
help providing Christmas blessings to their children. $2100 was donated by
our members for Salvation Army Angel adoption. A dedicated group of
Circle members were able to shop and fulfill the needs and wishes of 19 de-
serving children this year with the funds collected. Year after year Circle
One has been dedicated to this mission. We are so blessed to be able to do
this.

Wednesday Alive for 2019!
Our Wednesday Alive Classes and Meal

will begin on January 9, 2019.
We will offer:

Young Married and Singles Class - Taught by Rev. Dale Cohen
Women’s Class - “He Speaks To Me” by Priscilla Shiver
Pastor’s Class - “Simon Peter” by Adam Hamilton -
Taught by Rev. Dr. Terry Stubblefield

If you want to lead a class, get in touch with Terry Stubblefield,
call 256-764-5072.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 9
Adult Christmas Cantata at both morning
worship services, 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
Thursday, December 13
Andy Betterton’s Blood Drive, McDowell Hall,
2:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18
David Phillips Concert, Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 23
Blue Christmas Service at 3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve Communion Service at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
December 24 and 25
The Church Office will be closed.

Monday, December 31
The Church Office will be closed.

endance



