
Figure 1.3 Traditionalists, Centrists, and Progressives.  This is an adaptation of a model crafted by Tom Lambrecht (Traditionalist), adopted by Tom Berlin (Progressive), with the addition of Tim Crouch (Centrist), and 
compiled by me where each position on the diagram utilized words from actual Traditionalists, Centrists, and Progressives to describe their position. It is not fair for others to categorize a position that is not their own, nor to 
“put words in the mouths” of those with whom we know they disagree. Although some of these authors have speculated about a percentage breakdown in these categories, I have removed those references because we need to 
decide for ourselves which category describes us. 
 

Traditionalists Centrists Progressives 

Non-Compatibilists Compatibilists Compatibilists Compatibilists Non-Compatibilists 

 
• Believe that the Bible is correct 

when it teaches that marriage 
is a God-created relationship 
between one man and one 
woman, ideally for life, and 
sexual relationships are to be 
reserved for that marriage 
relationship.  

• They believe that to affirm or 
even allow same-sex marriage 
or other non-marital sexual 
relationships would put the 
church in the position of 
contradicting the clear 
teaching of Scripture and 
abandoning biblical authority 
“as the true rule and guide for 
faith and practice” 

• To do so would be to violate 
our Doctrinal Standards.  

• For these people, the church’s 
stance is an essential issue of 
faith because it directly relates 
to biblical authority, as well as 
the doctrines of creation, 
justification, and sanctification. 
That is why traditionalist non-
compatibilists would be 
unable to continue in a church 
that allows same-sex marriage 
or the ordination of practicing 
homosexuals.1 

 
• Share the belief with non-

compatibilists that the Bible is 
correct when it teaches that 
marriage is a God-created 
relationship between one man 
and one woman, and that sexual 
relationships are to be reserved 
for marriage.  

• However, some would allow 
that other interpretations of 
Scripture might be correct.  

• In any case, they do not see the 
church’s stance on this issue as 
an essential matter of faith, 
and/or they believe that the 
good things that the church can 
do together outweigh the 
different practices regarding 
homosexuality.  

• If they themselves are not 
forced to violate their 
consciences by performing 
same-sex marriages or receiving 
a practicing homosexual as 
pastor, they are willing to allow 
others in the church to do so.2  

 
• We believe in Jesus Christ as 

our Lord and Savior 
• We believe that scripture is 

inspired by God 
• We believe that the Wesleyan 

Quadrilateral of scripture, 
tradition, reason, and 
experience helps us to make 
the Bible relevant to our daily 
lives 

• We believe in a Big Tent 
Church that allows room for 
progressives, centrists, and 
traditionalists. 

• We believe that we can live 
and worship and work with 
one another despite our 
differences. 

• We believe that the grace of 
God is sufficient and is 
available to all 

• We believe that we are called 
to love one another, even amid 
our disagreements 

• We believe that we are called 
to Make Disciples of Jesus 
Christ and in making disciples 
we can transform the world 

• We rejoice in reconciliation 
• We believe that though we 

cannot all think alike that we 
can all love alike 

• We believe that diversity in 
our churches is a gift from God 
and strengthens our church 

• We believe in Wesley’s first 
General Rule to “Do No 
Harm”3 

 

 
• Many of these people have 

moved from Traditionalist 
Compatibilists into this area in 
more recent years.  

• They would like to see the 
church offer ordination to all 
people and same-sex marriage 
to committed Christian 
couples.  

• They understand that their 
friends on the right are not 
where they are and believe 
that the unity Christ prayed for 
the church can be upheld 
despite this difference. 

•  They respect the right of their 
traditionalist friends and do 
not want them to be forced 
into situations that would 
violate their personal beliefs.4 

 
• People in this space have 

deep concerns for the call of 
Scripture for justice for all 
people  

• They point to Jesus’ 
deferential care of the 
marginalized as a pattern 
for how the church deals 
with those considered 
“outsiders” today.  

• These two points of biblical 
interpretation, among 
others, lead them to work 
for full inclusion in the life 
of the church.  

• This is such a high value 
for them that they only 
want to be in a church that 
reflects this belief and will 
work for change if the 
church does not.5 

 
 
 

Likely Will NOT remain in UMC May remain in the UMC Will remain in the UMC May remain in the UMC Likely Will NOT remain in UMC 
 
Footnotes: 
1 and 2 Tom Lambrecht Good News Vice President and General Manager, https://tomlambrecht.goodnewsmag.org/unpacking-incompatibilists/ 
3 Tim Crouch, Layperson, North Texas Annual Conference, https://mainstreamumc.com/blog/the-wesleyan-character-of-methodist-centrists/ 
4 and 5 Tom Berlin, Senior Pastor at Floris UMC, Herndon, VA,  https://www.pnwumc.org/news/sugar-packets/ 


